
MAIDA HILL MATTERS 
Maida Hill Neighbourhood Forum Newsletter, 
October 2019 
 
Dear Neighbours, 
 
In this month’s newsletter: 
 
FORUM EVENTS 

- Come to our AGM! 14 October  
- Your vote counts: public vote at AGM 
- GDPR / MHNF goes 2019! 

HARROW ROAD REGENERATION 
- Westminster consulting on Maida Hill Market ideas 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
- The Collective Hotel / Taxi House - it’s still too big! 
- The Squirrel pub conversion rejected 
- Flats approved for fire site (413-419 Harrow Rd) 
- Flats plan for Brunswick Studies (26 Macroom Rd) 
- The Windsor Castle pub to become student accommodation 

TRAFFIC SPEEDS CONSULTATION 
- Should Westminster be a 20mph borough? 

CITY PLAN LATEST 
- What’s next for the City Plan 2019-40?  
- Read our consultation response 

HARROW ROAD’S VERY OWN LORD MAYOR OF WESTMINSTER 
- Cllr Ruth Bush becomes Lord Mayor 

VOLUNTEER TO IMPROVE THE AREA 
- Can you help the Forum to improve your ward? 
- Support your local Foodbank 

SUBMIT YOUR IDEAS FOR WARD BUDGETS  
- Local Councillors to decide how to spend £46,000 in the Ward 

KEEP IN TOUCH 
- ...with us 
- ...with Councillors and your MP 
- Report local issues 

 
 



PLEASE COME TO OUR AGM! 14 October 2019 

 
 

YOUR VOTE COUNTS! Public vote at AGM 

 



GDPR / MHNF goes 2019! 
We are catching up with technology (better late than never..). You'lll soon get emails from us asking you to 
sign up to the mailing list again. This will help us continue to reach local people, and especially those who live, 
work or own a business in the ward. Please do let us keep in touch by responding when you receive the 
invitation. 
 
We've also been updating the website - take a look and let us know if there are things you’d like to see on 
there (eg childcare / kids’ and family activities? Meeting minutes from the Committee?) 
 
 
HARROW ROAD REGENERATION 
We continue to work with Council Officers in the 'Place Shaping' regeneration team on projects to improve the 
area including the Zagros shop sign, new public garden/sports facilities at WECH, and a possible ‘Business 
School’ on Harrow Rd. The team bring together everything the council is doing, hopefully improving 
coordination and communication; they are also applying for funding. 
Their new website includes updates on progress and should allow you to add your ideas and comments.  The 
interactive element is not yet live, but have a look here: 
https://harrowroad.org/ 
 
Westminster consulting on Maida Hill Market ideas 
This space is high up on the list of many local people, as in urgent need of a makeover and action to deal with 
anti-social behaviour. 
 
The Place Shaping team has run two workshop consultations to look at tackling anti-social behaviour, the 
layout, options for opening up the QEII playground, market viability, toilets and so on. They are now putting 
together a working group - so far 40 people have expressed interest in joining. (See below) 
 
Here's what they say: 
"WCC have commissioned Breeze Landscape Architects and Citizen Architects to co-produce a holistic vision 
for the Maida Hill Market area with local people. 
The vision will be accompanied by a realistic delivery strategy, identifying short, medium and long term 
projects that realise the Place Plan ambition to establish Maida Hill Market as a key focal point within the 
community." 
 
It would be great if you'd like to be part of the consultation.  
Please email Roshna Al-ajeeli:  ral-ajeeli@westminster.gov.uk 
 
 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
The Collective Hotel/Taxi House - it’s still too big! 
Maida Hill Forum Committee has objected to the proposal for this 286 bedroom hotel. 
 
While we appreciate the plans for shared inside and canal-side space – an opportunity that wouldn’t be 
available if it was a private residential development – we believe the hotel is still far too big.  It would be in the 
top 5% of largest hotels in London for number of rooms. 
 
We hope that local pubs and restaurants will benefit from having hotel guests nearby, but they will be 
competing with what’s on offer in the West End and Notting Hill.  It may be unrealistic to expect guests’ 
spending to materially boost the Harrow Road. 
We also appreciate the offer of £75,000 grant funding from The Collective Foundation for community 
initiatives, but this needs to be considered against the £11 million The Collective would have to contribute to 
the Affordable Housing Fund if this was a residential development.  Hotels are not liable for this contribution 
yet, but they will be if/when the new Westminster City Plan is adopted.  Then the Collective Hotel would be 
liable to pay £5-6 million.  
 



We think a hotel, especially a giant one, is unsuitable for our residential neighbourhood. We need more 
homes, not hotels. We are concerned it will add to traffic and pollution and set a precedent for more hotels 
and tall buildings. 
We think it’s likely Westminster Council will approve the planning application. BUT we can still try and achieve 
the maximum benefits for local residents: 
 
Since we made our objections and wishes clear to the developers: 

- They've agreed to guarantee local residents access to the shared spaces even when the hotel is full. 
- They've lowered part of the Woodfield Road building by one storey. 
- They've reduced the number of rooms by 5% (from 300 to 286) 
- They've made changes to the design of the Woodfield Road façade to echo nearby heritage features. 
- They've put limits on delivery times for the hotel business. 
- They've reserved 143 rooms for 1-month minimum stays. 

So if we have no choice but a hotel, these are improvements and they show we can make a difference.  We 
can still put pressure on the developers to reduce the hotel’s size, to mitigate the negative impact on traffic/air 
quality and pedestrians, and to increase benefits to the community - with your help.  
 
See our full objection here: 
http://www.maidahillforum.org.uk/latest-news/104-taxi-house.html 
 
Please help with a comment on the planning application here: https://idoxpa.westminster.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=makeComment&keyVal=PSVIBZRP06A00 
 
You may need to register, just follow the easy steps on the page. 
Or go to Westminster Council Planning Portal. 
Search with 19/04487/FULL 
 
Then click on comment - & if you haven't already registered you'll need to. 
 

The Squirrel pub conversion rejected   
The application to turn The Squirrel into 5 flats was refused by the Council - their Surveyor advised that the 
pub is viable and that the applicant failed to demonstrate that it isn't.  
But the Cowell developers are appealing that decision.  Currently the Inspectorate is taking up to 48 weeks to 
decide appeals, so the pub will remain closed for the forseeable future. 
 
The Save The Squirrel team has consulted experts who say the pub is viable but with a lease at the lower end 
of the market.  They'll soon be launching phase 2 of their campaign - hunting for a suitable owner / manager 
to bring the pub back to life as a community asset. 
 
Flats approved for Harrow Rd/Fermoy Rd fire site (413-419 Harrow Road W9 3QJ) 
This is to replace the corner building on Harrow Road/Fermoy Road that was destroyed by fire.  The 
application to build a 5 storey building (19 flats - an increase from 10 before the fire) with retail below was 
approved. 
 
There were many objections from local neighbours (particularly in the next-door Pocket Building) to the design 
and height, and local Councillors were unhappy with the lack of affordable housing.  The Maida Hill Forum 
Committee was not contacted for a comment, and we sent in our objection at the very last 
moment.  Unfortunately the Planning Committee accepted the development plans in full. 
 
Brunswick Studios flats plan (26 Macroom Rd) 
We were contacted in July to alert us to a developer who is submitting multiple planning applications to 
convert and extend the Brunswick Studios site at 26 Macroom Rd to provide at least 8 flats. Some of the 
changes are covered by ‘Permitted Development’ and so WCC say they cannot stop them. The number of 
separate applications makes it hard to keep track. 
 



Neighbours are concerned proposals will have a negative impact on light, overlooking, noise from roof 
terraces, and say the narrow access road to the site raises concern about fire safety.  
 
Local residents are encouraged to try and keep informed and to express their views on the WCC website: 
https://idoxpa.westminster.gov.uk/online-applications/  
(see for example Ref 19/06524/P3JPA) 
 
The Windsor Castle to become student accommodation 
A proposal has been approved for redevelopment of The Windsor Castle, on Harrow Road.  It's for student 
accommodation plus commercial use of part of ground and basement floors.  There will be an extra storey on 
top of the existing building plus a new 4 storey building at the back.   
There have been various proposals, including for an Aparthotel, that were rejected but local residents 
supported the plan for student accommodation and liaised closely with the Developer, convincing them to 
retain (part of) the ground floor and basement for retail or cafe space and to retain the historic facade. 
 

 
 
 
SHOULD WESTMINSTER BE A 20MPH BOROUGH? 
Westminster Council is consulting on 20 mph speed limits and pollution.  Please respond via their survey:  
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/WCC20mph/ 
 
Our area has some roads at 20 mph and some at 30 mph so there's little consistency, and there seems to be 
little enforcement whatever the speed limit.  
 
According to TFL, there's one camera on Maida Hill Junction, and one on the Harrow Rd close to Westminster 
Academy.   There's no info about whether they're speed or red light cameras, or any info about action taken 
as a result of the camera. 
 
There are 'fatal and serious' collision statistics up to 2018:  There were 6 on the junction of Great Western Rd 
& Tavistock Rd, and 4 on the Harrow Rd in 2018.  
 
According to the Council "Westminster suffers from the worst air pollution in the country. With 9.9 million 
drivers in the capital and 370 million miles driven in Westminster each year, road transport contributes to more 
than half of the most deadly emissions." 
 
Apparently "Marshals are out on the streets talking to drivers about the impact idling has on pollution, noise 
and health."  
 
WESTMINSTER CITY COUNCIL'S NEW CITY PLAN 
This is the Council's key policy document for determining planning applications and new developments in 
Westminster.   
 



The Plan includes various policies affecting our area, which sits in the ‘North West Economic Development 
Area’ (NWEDA).   As a neighbourhood forum, we were consulted on the proposals and have submitted a 
response.  We'll be posting this on the Maida Hill Forum website.  
 
Among our recommendations are protecting social housing and building more, discouraging the conversion of 
shops into flats, protecting green space, and prioritising affordable workspace. 
 
We feel that the Council hasn't listened to, or engaged enough with neighbourhood forums around the Plan, 
but we are doing what we can.  We've also expressed interest in giving evidence to the Examination in Public, 
the public hearings which constitute the next stage of the process.  
 
Development in Westminster overall currently seems in decline - a recent ‘major developments’ planning 
committee was cancelled because there were no applications to decide.  This means fewer developer 
contributions for local improvements and regeneration. 
 
Here is further info of the City Plan 
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/cityplan2040 
 
HARROW ROAD’S VERY OWN LORD MAYOR OF WESTMINSTER 
We congratulate Harrow Road Ward Councillor Ruth Bush who has been elected as Lord Mayor of 
Westminster. 
 
Ruth is the first non-Conservative Councillor to become the 'First Citizen of Westminster'.  It's a ceremonial, 
non-political role and Lord Mayor Bush's duties include 

 celebrating the achievements of Westminster’s citizens and communities 
 supporting the city’s diverse communities 
 promoting Westminster locally, nationally and internationally 
 representing Westminster at important civic and ceremonial events 

 
VOLUNTEER TO IMPROVE THE AREA 
Do you have skills that could help improve the Maida Hill area? Over the next year, the Forum will be running 
pilot projects, and developing policies for our neighbourhood plan. We would love to hear from people with 
any of the following skills: Community Development, Graphic Design, Built Environment professions 
(architecture, town planning, transport planning etc), Administration, Marketing, Social Media, Volunteer 
management. We also need a new Treasurer. Time commitment flexible. Please 
email info@maidahillforum.org.uk to find out more! 
 
Would you join a local history society? Event 10th October 
A group of locals is getting together at St John the Evangelist church on 10th October 
6:30pm to explore setting up a local history society. There is plenty to explore, and this 
seems like it could be a good thing for raising awareness of and encouraging preservation 
of local heritage. There will also be a 'behind the scenes' tour of the church. Find out more 
and sign up: Queens Park and Kensal Green Local History Society 
 
NORTH PADDINGTON FOOD BANK 
Please support your local food bank 
http://npfoodbank.org.uk/ 
 
SUBMIT YOUR IDEAS FOR WARD BUDGET FUNDING 
Our local Councillors say "This is the pot of money councillors have to spend on local projects in their area – 
about £46,000 per ward per year. 
 
The money is meant to allow us to support issues and priorities that matter to residents. 
Any proposal should be sent to our Members' Support officer, Sonia Sekhon at ssekhon@westminster.gov.uk" 



 
Email our Councillors for further information, and here's a link to find out more: 
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/ward-budgets 
 
KEEP IN TOUCH: 
 
Tweet us and follow us: 
https://twitter.com/maidahillforum 
Email us: 
Info@maidahillforum.org.uk 
 
Join Harrow Road/Maida Hill Community Facebook group (set up by Cllr Tim Roca) for local people to 
exchange info and updates: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1627328787524984/ 
 
Email your local Councillors: 
Tim Roca: troca@westminster.gov.uk 
Guthrie Mckie: Gmckie@westminster.gov.uk 
 
Email your local MP Karen Buck: BUCKK@parliament.uk 
 
REPORT LOCAL ISSUES 
Report anti-social behaviour, fly tipping, street issues, abandoned vehicles and all sorts here: 
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/report-it 

For non-urgent police issues: 
Call 101 and report to the Metropolitan Police. 
 
You are receiving these emails because you have signed up for the Maida Hill Forum newsletter. 
To unsubscribe from these emails, please reply to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line. 
 
Thanks, 
 
All the best,  

From the Maida Hill Forum Committee 


